TERM 4, WEEK 7 - NOVEMBER 18 2020

OUR WEEKLY
NEWSLETTER
SWAN HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL

From Our Principal

Mrs Hayley Doyle
Last week we received a bomb threat
and we were required to enact our
evacuation procedure. The police
arrived onsite and were able to guide
us through the incident. We were
really pleased with the way our staff
and students responded as we also
had a storm to contend with at the
same time.
Although we appreciate the level of
concern experienced by parents who
had seen the threat on social media,
the arrival of parents onsite did create
another level of complexity for us to
manage. During an event, such as the
one we experienced last Wednesday,
our primary focus is on following our
procedures, following the advice from
the Police and Department of
Education Emergency Response team,
to keep students and staff safe and as
calm as possible. Parents who come
onsite during an emergency are
putting themselves in danger as well
as impeding our ability to follow
procedures and keep students calm.
As part of the Department of
Education directives for managing
COVID, we are not allowed to have
cupcakes, birthday cakes or food
brought in to share in classrooms,
regardless of whether the food is
store bought or home-made. Your
continued support with the
implementation of our COVID safe
practices is appreciated.

What's On

Friday 20 November
1st Whole School Transition
Mon 23 / Tue 24 November
2021 Prep Interviews
Wednesday 25 November
Year 6 Parent Online Body Safety Sesion (7-8pm)
Thur 26 / Fri 27 November
2021 Prep Transition Sessions
Monday 30 November
Student-free Day - No school

CSEF Applications extended
Eligibility to quality for the Camps,
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
has been extended to 5 October
2020, with applications due by
27 November 2020.
If you are the new recipient of an
eligible benefit (Centrelink Health
Care Card or Pensioner Concession
Card, Veterans Affairs Gold Card, or
Temporary Foster Parent) and have
not previously claimed in 2020,
please contact the General Office.

'

To Do List
Write name on Jumpers and Hats
Send Plastic Bottles to School for
Mr Stevens
Order Book Club Online by Nov 23
Order 2021 Book Packs Online by Dec 4
Apply for the Excursion Fund ( C S EF)
(if eligible and have not claimed
in 2020) by Nov 27

C H I L D

S A F E

S T A N D A R D S

@ Swan Hill Primary
Swan Hill Primary School is committed to Child Safety and we have a zero tolerance for child abuse.
the safety and well being of all children is a primary focus. We want children to be safe, happy, and
empowered, where they are respected and have a voice that is heard. All allegations and safety concerns will
be treated very seriously and consistently though our policies and procedures.
To ensure the safety and best interests of all children, we take into account the cultural safety of Aboriginal
children and Torres Strait Islander children, children from culturally linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well
as the safety of children with disabilities and who are vulnerable.

Students of the Week
Term 4 - Week 6

Prep B
Prep C
Prep N
Prep S
1G
1M
1W
2B
2J
2M
2S
3H
3K
3O

Jimmy
Zack
Indee
Will
Zara
Billy
Hudson
Kadisha
Knox
Harry
Paige
Dylan
Charlie
Riley

4B
4C
4L
5B
5F
5H
6H
6K
6M
PE
Music
Science
ICT
Indonesian

Year 3 & 4
Students of the Week

Well
!
e
n
o
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Sasha
Jake
Tait
Isla
Kehao
Tessa
Harper
Wade
Mia
Hunter 6M
Jobe 6M
Imogen 6M
Gus 6H
Tillie & Hamish 5H

Young Writers Award 2020
Last Friday, the Swan Hill Regional Library hosted a virtual
award ceremony for the 2020 Young Writers Award.
Shortlisted entrants from our local schools gathered online to
have their efforts recognised, and the winners of each category
were announced.
Our Shortlisted students, Poppie (4B), Ella (5H), Flora (4B)
and and Olive (4C) joined the virtual ceremony, at School with
Olive winning the Year 3/4 Category and Ella gaining a Highly
Commended in the Year 5/6 Category as well as winning the
People Choice Award. Well done to all!!
Head to our Facebook page to read the pieces ('Molly Mack' by
Olive and 'The Great Food War' by Ella) and feedback from
judge Laurel Harrison,
https://www.facebook.com/149905205047849/posts/3531647060
206963/

WANTED: Bottles for Solar Boats
To be ready for our Solar Boat Program at the start of
next year, I am in need of 1.25 litre plastic bottle, with
lids. Please leave any bottles at the Science room,
where they will be put to good use.
With thanks, Bruce Stevens, Science Teacher
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E N R O L M E N T S

If you have a child planning to start at Swan Hill Primary School next year,
please collect an Enrolment Form from the General Office & return forms
ASAP to avoid missing out on upcoming Transition Activities.

2 0 2 1

D E P A R T U R E S

If your child (other than Year 6 students) will not be attending Swan Hill
Primary in 2021, it would be most appreciated if you could advise the Office
to assist with class planning.

2021

SCHOOL

CAPTAINS
We congratulate our
newly appointed 2021
School Captains Isla,
Tillie, Lachlan (L-R) and
Oscar (inset).
We know they will all do
a wonderful job in their
roles and will be great
role models for other
students.

Walk on Wednesday

Junior: Lachie 1M

Senior: Tarrant 6K

"I like walking to school because

“I like to walk because you get

of the fresh breeze."

exercise.”

YOUR

Wellbeing
Term 4

Wellbeing
MATTERS

Respectful Relationships
Topic for weeks 1 to 7 is POSITIVE GENDER RELATIONS.
This week our RR topic looks at safety and how to keep ourselves and other safe from harm.
This is about empowering our children and helping them to understand that they can seek
help and support when they feel threatened or when their rights are being neglected.
In Australia, domestic, family and sexual violence is found across all cultures,
ages and socioeconomic groups. Hence children need the language and
strategies to challenge these experiences and to protect themselves.

The self-care and help-seeking strategies (e.g. the NO, GO, TELL strategy or the three R's: Recognise, React,
Report -Daniel Morcombe Foundation) help children to understand that they have rights over their own bodies,
and if these rights are violated, they can seek safety and support.
There is a delicate balance to maintain between overexposing children to stories about the types of violence
that can occur, and equipping them to seek support if they or others around them are the targets of violence.
This can be done by teaching them simple concepts such as ‘my body belongs to me’, and ‘I have the right to
say no and to seek help if someone is hurting me’. Research into school-based prevention programs which
teach protective behaviours have been found to be effective in increasing student awareness and use of
protective behaviours.
This week our students are learning:
Prep: Keeping my body safe; Grade 1 & 2: Respect my space, respect my body; Grade 3 & 4: Seeking safety,
seeking help; Grade 5 & 6: Peer support: setting boundaries, communicating standards.

For more information please check out our Wellbeing flyers on Facebook
or www.education.vic.gov.au - respectfulrelationships

Relationships and Sexuality Education

Grade 6 families will have another opportunity to participate in an online Parent
Information Session, Wednesday 25th November 2020, from 7-8pm. This session will
be different to the first session and will be facilitated by Deanne Carson, Founder of
Body Safety Australia.
Deanne will then spend time with our students on Thursday 26th. Notes coming home today!

Child Safe Standards.

The Child Safe Standards:
Standard 1 – strategies to embed an
organisational culture of child safety, including
thorough effective leadership arrangements.
Standard 2 – Develop, implement and review a child
safe policy or statement of commitment to child
safety.
Standard 3 – Review current code of conduct so that
it establishes clear expectations for appropriate
behaviour with children.

Standard 4 – Implement appropriate screening, supervision,
training and other human resources practices that reduce the risk
of child abuse by new and existing personnel.
Standard 5 – Continue to develop and implement processes for
responding to and reporting suspected child abuse in line with DET.
Standard 6 – Implement recommended
strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.
Standard 7 – Further develop strategies to promote the
participation and empowerment of children.

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support

COMMITMENT - I will do my best to achieve success.
When using the Toilet at our school, our Commitment
expectations are, we:
go at break times.
keep the toilet clean.

