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2019 PARENT PAYMENT POLICY 

Parent Payment Charges

Swan Hill Primary School Council will annually review parent payments requested to ensure they are in line with Department of Education & Training guidelines. Charges will be clearly itemised, costed and categorised as Essential Education Items, Optional Items or Voluntary Contributions.

Parent contribution requests will be made in line with the principles of educational value, access, equity and inclusion, affordability, engagement and support, respect and confidentiality, transparency and accountability.

Parent contributions will be requested to assist the School in providing an enhanced teaching and learning program for every student, in line with the school’s priorities. 

Payment arrangements and methods 

Parents will be provided with early notification of annual payment requests (a minimum of 6 weeks prior to the end of the previous school year). Reasonable notice will be given for any other payment requests during the year (i.e. excursions, camps).

Parents will be permitted to make payments in instalments and be provided with several methods of payment, such as BPay, cash, cheque, EFTPOS, EFT or Centrepay.  Parents are able to enter into confidential payment plan arrangements by contacting the school’s Business Manager (Marilyn Lockhart) on 5032 1336.

Family support options

The school appreciates that families may sometimes experience financial difficulties in meeting requests for payments and contributions. A range of support options are available to assist parents, including – 

· Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend camps, sports and excursions. Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $125 per year will be paid for eligible primary school students. Payments will go directly to the school and be tied to the student. Some common examples of school-organised programs for which the CSEF payment may be used include school camps/trips, swimming and other school-organised sporting programs, excursions/incursions. The CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary charges, nor towards books, stationery, school uniforms, music lessons, etc.

· Parents who have a Health Care/Pension Card or Temporary Foster Care (listing eligible students) which is current on the first day of school, ie. 29 January 2019, are eligible to apply for a $95 subsidy on their Student and Class Materials & Supplies Fee, providing the first $95 has been paid, and $20 subsidy on Years 4, 5 & 6 Netbooks.
· Centrepay is a free payment option provided by Centrelink for families in receipt of a Centrelink payment.  It allows families to select a one-off or continuing payment which is deducted from Centrelink benefits.
· Access to State Schools Relief Committee support via the Principal to assist with clothing/uniforms.
· Welfare and support agencies (such as Mallee Family Care and MDAS) that have established partnership arrangements with schools to provide further assistance to students and their families.
· The school seeks suppliers of educational items who provide not only competitive prices, but also quality of product and service.
Consideration of hardship

The School understands that families may experience financial difficulties or hardship at times and may be unable to meet full or part payments requested. Families are invited to contact the Principal (Hayley Doyle) by phone, email or in person about their financial situation and related difficulties in making payments.

Communication with families

The Parent Payment Policy will be published on the school’s website, and will also be distributed to families each year along with the annual payment request.

General enquiries regarding parent charges may be made to the School Office on 5032 1336. Concerns should be directed to the Principal (Hayley Doyle).
 REFUNDS
Our School will consider requests for partial or full refunds of payments made by parents on a case-by-case basis, taking into account the individual circumstances.  Generally, we will not be able to refund payments made for items purchased or costs that have already been paid, where those funds have already been transferred to a third party.  For example, camp costs when a child becomes unwell and cannot attend, and payment has already been made or committed to a third party and no refund is available to the school.  Where possible, we will make this clear to parents at the time of payment.  
Monitoring and review of the implementation of the policy

The School Council (via the Finance Committee) will conduct an annual review of the implementation of the Parent Payment Policy, including addressing any concerns raised by the school community.  Any changes to the Policy implementation will be reported back to the school community via the newsletter.  

References

DET Guidelines

Education and Training Reform Act (2006)

Parent Payment Policy and Implementation 2016

Ratification

This policy was ratified by School Council on Tuesday, 20 November, 2018.  
___________________________________________________________________________

Hayley Doyle – Principal                                      Josie Mack - School Council President 
Date:  20 November 2018
Review Cycle Due:    November 2019
Parent Information Letter 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 provides that instruction in the standard curriculum program is delivered free to all students in Victorian Government schools, this is referred to as ‘free instruction'. The Act also grants school councils the power to charge fees for goods and services to support the delivery of free instruction and to raise funds. 

Free instruction includes learning and teaching, instructional supports, materials and resources, administration and facilities associated with the provision of the standard curriculum program. The standard curriculum program includes core learning and teaching activities related to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards and senior secondary certificates such as VCE and VCAL including VET in Schools programs. 

The Department of Education and Training Parent Payments in Victorian Government Schools Policy provides advice on the different types of payments that schools may request from parents and outlines the procedures and protocols schools must adhere to.  This policy is available from the Department’s School Policy and Advisory Guide (www.education.vic.gov.au/spag).  

School councils are responsible for developing and approving a school-level parent payment policy that is compliant with the Department’s Policy. 

There are three areas for which parents may reasonably be requested to make a payment or contribution: 

• essential educational items which parents/guardians pay the school to provide or may provide themselves, if appropriate (for example, stationery, text books and excursions (travel and entry costs); 

• optional extras which are offered on a user-pays basis and which parents/guardians may choose whether their child accesses or participates in (for example, school magazines or extra-curricular programs or activities), and 

• voluntary financial contributions which parents/guardians may be invited to donate to the school. 

Parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring that their children are provided with essential educational items. The school makes every effort to keep the cost of items that need to be purchased at a minimum. Parents also have the option of providing essential education items themselves.  For 2019 School Council will be requesting an amount of $190 per child to supply essential classroom supplies and requisites such as exercise books, pencils, pens, rulers, glue sticks, erasers, etc for everyday classroom use, and a voluntary grounds maintenance donation These payments will be requested at the start of the school year. 

Alternative payment options are also available through the school. 

The Swan Hill Primary School Council has made a considerable effort to ensure that this school policy is fair and provides a number of options to support parents to access the materials and services associated with their child's education. 

If you have any queries or wish to discuss your circumstances and the options available to you, please contact the school to make an appointment. 

The School-Level Parent Payment Policy will be provided in the first 2019 newsletter and new student start pack.

Yours sincerely 

Hayley Doyle




Josie Mack
PRINCIPAL 



SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT 







Swan Hill Primary School


No. 1142





123 Gray Street (PO Box 798), Swan Hill, Vic, 3585


Phn: (03) 5032 1336  -   Fax: (03) 5032 4437


Email: swan.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au









